
History

What will you learn?

The aim of the History Department throughout the School is 
to foster the interest of the students in a range of different 
areas of the subject – political, social and economic history 
from 1066 to modern times – and to cultivate the skills 
necessary to evaluate historical material critically. Above all, 
the study of history should be engaging and stimulating.

In Middle School we concentrate on mainly 20th century 
topics with the students. In Year 9 we study the First World 
War which is combined with the trip to the battlefields in 
France, and the struggle for women to gain the vote in Britain, 
and the first topic of the I/GCSE syllabus, Russia in Revolution 
1905-1924.

What do students say?

“I like learning about heroes who saved the world  
as I intend to do some day.” 

“I like history because every lesson is so different.” 

“I really enjoy history because the teachers  
are really enthusiastic and work hard to  
make the lessons fun.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

First World War battlefield 
In October Year 9 spend two days exploring  
the sites of some of the biggest battles of  
WW 1 – the Somme and Ypres.  This trip greatly 
enhances the students understanding of the First 
World War and its consequences. They are able to 
explore the trench systems and contemplate  the 
huge loss of life manifest in cemeteries of Tyne 
Cot and the memorial at Thiepval. The students 
also give a great deal of thought to the nature 
and purpose of warfare and the way in which the 
dead are honoured.  

Year 11 trip to Berlin 
In December we take a group of students from  
Year 11 to Berlin. This is a city rich in museums 
and monuments tracing Germany’s turbulent 
history. The trip helps the students in their 
understanding of the problems of the Weimar 
Republic, the rise of National Socialism and the 
impact of the Cold War on Germany’s recent past 
and present. There is also be the opportunity to 
do some Christmas shopping at Berlin’s superb 
Weihnachtsmärkte!

Who teaches it?

All members of the department are experienced teachers of history with a strong passion  
for the subject. We all teach groups from Year 9 and the I/GCSE sets in Year 10 and 11.

Head of Department: Miss D. Smith, BA Durham, PGCE 
Dr. L. Gribble, MA Munster, DPhil Oxon, PGCE 
Mrs S. Scott-Malden, BA London, PGCE 
Mr J. Smart, BA Exeter, PGCE
Ms H. Wigginton, MA Oxon, PGCE
Misss R. Welsford, M A Oxon, PGCE

Deborah Smith, Head of History

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE History: 
82% at A*/A  
100% at A*/B

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

A variety of teaching and learning methods 
are used throughout the year groups, 
ranging from debates and role plays to 
group presentations and independent 
research. Increasingly IT activities, where 
appropriate, are being incorporated into the 
teaching and learning to enhance students 
experience of the subject and improve their 
understanding. Trips to the First World War 
battlefields and to Berlin are key events in 
the History Department’s calendar. 

Visiting World War I battlefields

Edexcel International GCSE History (2017) 
Weblink: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-
certificates/international-gcse-history-2017.html


